WANDERERS AND WAR CORRESPONDENTS

O'Donovan, in fact, did not disappoint his andience.
All the distinguished foreign residents of Pera, of Stam-
boul, crowded into the hall where O'Donovan was to
deliver his lecture, and O'Donovan, in his Merv cos-
tume, appeared on the platform trne to time, and deliv-
ered his lecture. I met him several times during his
stay in Constantinople, and he called to see me more
than once at Misseiri's Hotel, where I was staying, and
where, by the way, my friend Philip Stanhope happened
to be staying also. But O'Donovan's time in Constan-
tinople was not destined to be long. His love of ex-
ploring sent him wandering at night into all parts of
the city, and he had a way of expressing his opinion of
the Sultan and the Sultan's mode of government which
was not likely to make a favourable impression on the
ears and the minds of any of the Sultan's devoted sub-
jects. Unluckily for himself, in this particular in-
stance, O'Donovan's Turkish was far too good not to
be understood by any Turk, and O'Donovan preferred
to make his comments and criticisms in the tongue of
the native population. The result was that he received
official orders to quit the Turkish dominions forthwith,
and not return there, or it might be the worse for him,
and O'Donovan's friends thought the best thing they
could do for him would be to hurry him away. I met
him afterwards in London, where he was the lion of the
season, or at least would have been if he would only
consent to be lionised according to the conditions of
modern society. But O'Donovan did not seem able
to submit himself always to these conditions. Strict
punctuality of course is not insisted on in the case of a
very distinguished guest, but even Mrs. Leo-Hunter
herself might be expected to become impatient when
the long delayed dinner was nearly over before the guest
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